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Dan Parr, Director of Education 

 

 
SUBJECT:  Catholic Education Symposium 
    
PREPARED BY: Laura Callaghan, Superintendent of Education 

 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Renewing the Promise: Exploring the Critical Role of Catholic Education in Contemporary Society 
 

In 1987, the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario established the Institute for Catholic 

Education (ICE) and Office Provincial de l’Education de la foi Catholique en Ontario (OPECO) 

to promote partnership between English and French Catholic School Boards and all Catholic 

education stakeholders.  Toward that end, they will host symposiums at the request of the 

Bishops; this year’s gathering will be the first one since May 2011.   In November the Catholic 

Education Symposium, Renewing the Promise- Exploring the Critical Role of Catholic 

Education in Contemporary Society, will gather approximately 700 people who care about 

protecting and providing Catholic education in Ontario.   

 

The symposium will address the following topics: 

 What are ways that Catholic education in Ontario supports students to be living witnesses 

to their faith in Jesus Christ?  

 What are current challenges facing Catholic education in Ontario?  

 What are opportunities for Catholic education in Ontario that will help shape a positive 

future?  

 

The symposium will bring together representatives of the key stakeholder groups who together 

share the responsibility for Catholic education.  Each school board will send a team to the 

symposium.  This symposium will provide opportunities for honest dialogue and discussion, 

building a shared understanding of our collective challenges. Between March and May school 

boards are asked to facilitate a local process of consultation and engagement in preparation for 

the symposium.  We will be engaging both the Board Advisory Council and the Catholic Faith 

Advisory Committee in face to face feedback opportunities, as well as our administrators and 

managers. The three main questions framing these discussions are as follows: 

 What are some ways that Catholic education in Ontario supports students to be living 

witnesses to their faith in Jesus Christ? 

 What are some current challenges facing Catholic education in Ontario? 

 What are some opportunities for Catholic education in Ontario that will help shape a 

positive future? 

Following the symposium, the Bishops of Ontario will develop a pastoral letter, Renewing the 

Promise, to speak directly to the stakeholders in Catholic Education. 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  Catholic Education 

Symposium, for information. 

 


